
Wilderness by Lance Weller (Bloomsbury)  
Weller’s debut novel, seven years in the making, is an extraordinary and
memorable work of historical fiction. During the Civil War, Abel
Trueman ends up on the wrong side of the Battle of the Wilderness and
comes out emotionally scarred. Later in life, Abel and his dog set out
on foot to cross the Olympic Mountains. This journey evolves into one
of redemption, discovery and renewed hope through encounters with
heart-strong characters along the way. Weller possesses incredible tal-
ent and I already look forward to his next book. ~ Janis

Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend
by Matthew Dicks (St. Martins)  
This novel is a rare tale of friendship, family, and what it means to be
real. Nine-year-old Max lives mostly in his head. He doesn’t have friends
and doesn’t like being touched or held. His parents don’t understand him
and he is the target of a school bully. Soon Max finds himself in very real
danger and Budo, the imaginary friend he brought to life when he was
four (and who serves as the narrator of this wonderful tale), is the only
one who can save him. Budo’s voice and humanity made me fall in love
with this story. Budo is the guardian angel who transports readers inside
the vulnerability and imagination of childhood. This novel will break
your heart a little, but it will also break you open in the most beautiful
way. It is a story you will never forget. ~ Kristy

Lost in Shangri-La: A True Story of Survival,
Adventure, and the Most Incredible Rescue 
Mission of World War II
by Mitchell Zuckoff (Harper Perennial)  
Pieced together from journals, letters, military
records, and pictures, Zuckoff’s book places
us squarely in wartime New Guinea, 1945. 
A sight-seeing “joy ride” into the most remote
area of the island was supposed to have been a
treat for twenty-four American enlisted men
and WACs. Their destination was a recently
discovered lush valley in the interior that was
almost inaccessible by plane, impossible to
land in, and populated by legendary giant can-
nibals. The crash survivors were stranded in
the most isolated and dangerous jungle 
on earth. Zuckoff’s research and richly
descriptive prose make for an incredible tale
of survival, courage, and good old American
ingenuity. ~ Julie

The Odyssey of KP2: An Orphan Seal, a Marine
Biologist, and the Fight to Save a Species
by Terrie M. Williams (Penguin)  
Blending science and the truly magical account of KP2, an abandoned
Hawaiian monk seal, Williams—Director of the Marine Mammal
Physiology Program at UC Davis—has created a book I found impossi-
ble to resist. Her engaging story is inspiring and important to under-
standing the struggles of this endangered species. This is a wonderful
story for the whole family. ~ Kathie

Spy the Lie: Former CIA Officers Teach You 
How to Detect Deception
by Philip Houston, Michael Floyd, and Susan Carnicero,
with Don Tennant (St. Martin’s)  
With politics and politicians swarming the airways like fruit flies on a ripe
banana, this is a useful book. Written by three former CIA officers with
extensive experience detecting deception, it chronicles the observations
and the questions these three have used to flush admissions and confes-
sions from those bent on hiding guilt. Their methods are fascinating and
the actual interviews they analyze are “ripped,” as they say, from recent
headlines. Now when we yell, “Lies… all lies” at political commercials
and the evening news reports, we’ll be able to cite explanations to back
up our ranting. ~ Ann
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Fall Picks from
Our Staff
(Continued from Page 1)

Mink River
by Brian Doyle 
(Oregon State University Press)  
I acquired a genuine feeling of
warmth toward the characters in
this lyrically enchanting novel of a
coastal Oregon town named
Neawanaka, whose inhabitants
include a talking crow named
Moses and a doctor who names his
twelve allotted daily cigarettes
after the apostles. Just the right

dose of magical realism infuses this quintessentially
Northwest tale whose themes involve family, love, compas-
sion, a nature-based sense of the sacred, and Native
American and Irish ethnic identities. Storytelling at its
finest, this book is a joy to read. ~ John

Tell the Wolves I’m Home
by Carol Rifka Brunt (Dial)  
An outstanding coming-of-age
debut novel set in 1987, Brunt’s
book tells the story of an eccentric
14-year-old, June Elbus, whose only
friend, her Uncle Finn, dies of
AIDS. A portrait Finn had painted
of June and her sister, with whom
she had once shared a close bond,
ultimately receives national atten-
tion and unleashes a plethora of

family secrets. June feels more alone than ever until she
meets Toby, Finn’s boyfriend. Their love for Finn creates a

bond between them, one that stirs family jealousies and rival-
ries. This book is a deeply touching and moving portrait of a
family in the wake of tragedy, and a young girl’s courage dur-
ing the AIDS hysteria of the late 80s. ~ Kristy

The Fall of the Roman
Empire: A New History of
Rome and the Barbarians
by Peter Heather (Oxford)  
A lovely rendering of the latter cen-
turies of the Roman Empire in the
West, this book does a good job of
debunking Gibbon’s thesis of a socie-
ty rotting from within and the coup
de grâce of barbarian hordes.
Heather gives us a more nuanced pic-

ture of societies morphing and the withering of the Roman
bureaucratic apparatus. Heather can wander at times, but he
paints the picture well, avoiding the melodramatic moraliz-
ing of Gibbon’s epic tome. An accessible, highly readable
survey of modern views on Rome’s “fall.” ~ Tim

City of Women
by David R. Gillham 
(Amy Einhorn Books)  
In this novel of Berlin toward the
end of World War II, Sigrid
Schroeder lives an oppressed life as
a hausfrau, working for the war
effort while her husband fights on
the Eastern Front. As the men fight,
the women of Berlin subsist in fear
and mistrust, navigating the scarci-
ties, harsh regulations, and scrutiny

of the government. Sigrid inadvertently becomes involved in
a dangerous underground movement saving undesirables
from deportation and concentration camps, and finds her-
self caught between what she believes in and how she must
survive. Gillham has given us a flawed protagonist who pos-

sesses sensuality, cynicism, and resolve. His writing is by
turns lyrical and raw, and there is never a pause in this page
turner. ~ Julie

The Mists of Avalon
by Marion Zimmer Bradley 
(Del Rey Books)  
One of my favorite fantasy novels,
Bradley’s reimagining of the classic
King Arthur tale is easily the most
absorbing and believable I’ve read.
Mists is a complex book that deals
with numerous themes and pres-
ents many twists and turns along
the way. The story is long, but the
detail is so fine and the characters

so well drawn that it kept me turning the pages. More than
being just a good story, it provides ample meat for contem-
plation on issues from religion to gender to war. ~ Tim

The Unlikely Pilgrimage 
of Harold Fry
by Rachel Joyce (Random House)  
This is a charming story that catches
you on the first page and doesn’t let
you go. Harold Fry, recently retired
and living with his wife in an English
village, receives a letter from a co-
worker from over twenty years ago.
Queenie Hennessy, writing from a
hospice, is dying of cancer, and is
writing to say goodbye. Harold goes

to the mailbox to send off a reply, and instead starts on the
walk of a lifetime. You will smile, tear up, and most of all
love this story of incredible heart. ~ Kathie

Don't miss Susan’s Mystery Picks 
on page 11!

Eagle Harbor Books is partnering with Kobo to bring
eReading to our customers!

You’ve been asking, and now we can deliver! Starting this fall, Eagle Harbor Books will be selling Kobo eReaders 
in the store, and eBooks through Kobo on our website! We will be hosting an in-store workshop on the readers 

and the Kobo service in November, but here are some common questions:

Q: Why Kobo?
A: Kobo’s ethos of “Read Freely” is strongly aligned with that of independ-
ent bookstores everywhere. Kobo readers are well-regarded, their customer
service is excellent, and they provide reader apps for all major operating
systems.

Q: Will I still be able to read my Google eBooks I purchased
through you in the past?
A: Yes. Although we will no longer be partnering with Google, your pur-
chases remain valid, and you can even transfer those books to a Kobo read-
er with Adobe Digital Editions.

Q: Will I have to go through Kobo for my eBooks?
A: No. As with our Google program, you can access Kobo’s extensive
eBook library directly from our website.

Q: Do I have to use a Kobo reader?
A: No. eBooks purchased from us
are compatible with most eReaders
and tablets on the market (Amazon
devices excluded), and can be
loaded onto the device of your
choice with Adobe Digital Editions.

We are excited to be partnering
with Kobo. It gives us the ability to
bring you a dedicated eReader,
while still allowing you to read
books on almost any device. You can enjoy the
latest in reading technology and support your
favorite local bookstore!



















EHBC Book 
Groups

Looking for an open book group?  
Newcomers & drop-ins welcome!

All groups meet year-round at the bookstore 
Tuesdays at 7 pm

Eagle Harbor Reader’s Circle
Meets the first Tuesday 
of every month at 7 pm

Tues., Oct. 2nd, 7 pm
The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks 
by Rebecca Skloot
“In this gripping, vibrant book,
Rebecca Skloot looks beyond the sci-
entific marvels to explore the ethical

issues behind a discovery that may have saved your
life.”  ~ Mother Jones 
“I could not put the book down… The story of
modern medicine and bioethics—and, indeed, race
relations—is refracted beautifully, and movingly.”
~ Entertainment Weekly

Tues., Nov. 6th, 7pm
The Sense of an Ending 
by Julian Barnes
Winner of the 2011 Man Booker
Prize. “Elegiac yet potent, The
Sense of an Ending probes the mys-
teries of how we remember and our

impulse to redact, correct—and sometimes entire-
ly erase—our pasts.” ~ Vogue

Eagle Harbor Mystery 
Book Group

Meets on fourth Tuesdays 
of every month at 7 pm

Tues., Oct. 23rd, 7 pm
The Cold Dish 
by Craig Johnson
After twenty-four years as sheriff of
Wyoming’s Absaroka County, Walt
Longmire’s hopes of finishing out
his tenure in peace are dashed when

Cody Pritchard is found dead near the Northern
Cheyenne Reservation. With lifelong friend Henry
Standing Bear, Deputy Victoria Moretti, and a cast
of memorable characters, Longmire attempts to see
that revenge, a dish best served cold, is never served
at all. “The characters talk straight from the hip and
the Wyoming landscape is its own kind of elo-
quence.” ~ The New York Times

Eagle Harbor Speculative
Fiction Reading Group
Meets the first Tuesday 
of every month at 7 pm

Please check our website for current and 
future selections of this group!

Unwind
by Neal Shusterman (Simon & Schuster)
A thought-provoking and controversial
novel, Unwind promises to leave a lasting
impression. Read it before you read the
long-awaited sequel, Unwholly. A Second
Civil War has been waged over reproduc-
tive rights. As a way to satisfy both sides, a
bill is passed stating that human life may
not be terminated from conception
through age thirteen. From that point on,

parents can terminate their child’s life but keep him or her alive
by a process known as unwinding. The story of three teens whose
lives have been ordered to be unwound, this novel is a page-
turning, profound psychological thriller that will keep you at the
edge of your seat. Ages 13-17. ~ Kristy

A Home for Bird
by Philip Christian Stead
(Roaring Brook Press)
This is a warm and touching
tale of a sweet and caring toad
named Vernon and a very shy
bird named Bird. Vernon says,
“Bird is shy, but he’s also a
good listener.” Vernon thinks
the reason Bird is so quiet is
that he must be lost and missing

his home. The two set off on a journey to find Bird’s
home. You will smile when you read the fun ending! Ages
3-8 ~ Kathie

Damage Control
by Denise Hamilton (Scribner)  
Maggie Silver, a rising star in a high powered
Southern California PR firm, must play spin doc-
tor for a senator, the father of a high school
chum. The senator’s young female aide has been
found strangled and it is up to Maggie to prevent
a possible scandal that could kill the senator’s
run for vice president. This is another highly sus-
penseful and thoroughly enjoyable read from
Hamilton, whose acclaimed Eve Diamond series
established her as a master of LA Noir. Her char-
acters and story, drawing on conflicts of class and
identity and the less than glamorous side of
Southern California, are timely and compelling. 

A Bitter Truth
by Charles Todd 
(William Morrow)  
Trying to help a young woman in distress, WWI
nurse and accidental sleuth Bess Crawford is
pulled into a family conflict involving infidelity,
illegitimacy, and murder. She returns to France
to search for an orphan, believed to be the illegit-
imate daughter of a British soldier whose wife
she found huddled on her London doorstep. She
soon finds that no good deed really does go
unpunished. Third in the Bess Crawford series,
this is an intelligent, thoughtful, and highly enter-
taining mystery set among the struggles of WWI
Britain and France. Todd has done it again with
this great read!

The Return of Captain John Emmett
by Elizabeth Speller (Mariner)  
This engrossing mystery takes place shortly after
the end of WWI, when veteran Laurence Bertram
is contacted by the sister of a school chum, who
has apparently committed suicide. Ostensibly a
victim of post traumatic stress, Captain John
Emmett escaped from a sanatorium outside
London and was found dead of a bullet wound in
the nearby woods. Laurence agrees to help Mary

piece together the circumstances of Emmett’s
demise and sets off to interview the beneficiaries
of Emmett’s estate. The truth is not always what
it seems, and a complex series of events leads
Laurence to confront the horrors of his war expe-
riences, as well as possible murders. 

Trapeze
by Simon Mawer (Other Press)
During the depths of the German occupation of
France, young Marian Sutro is tapped by the elite
British espionage office to train as a spy. Her flu-
ency in French makes her a prime candidate and
she is packed off from her tedious desk job to
code school, parachute school, interrogation
school, and ultimately dropped into a field out-
side Paris to transport messages and rescue key
individuals. After her sheltered childhood in
Switzerland and Britain, the adrenaline rush
Marian feels living on the edge of possible cap-
ture is intoxicating. But after having been a spy,
can she ever go home again? This is a heart-
pounding story of a life transformed by the
necessities of time and place.

Criminal
by Karin Slaughter (Delacorte)
In what is likely her best thriller to date,
Slaughter brings Amanda Wagner and Will Trent
together to solve a series of abduction murders in
the dark alleys of Atlanta’s prostitution rings that
take them both back to earlier and grittier times.
Amanda relives much of the struggle of carving
out her career as a cop, and Will is forced to con-
front his painful past in an orphanage and on the
streets. The pain of their pasts helps these two
solve the crimes of the present. Not for the
squeamish, this is a powerful and extremely well
crafted police thriller.

~ Recommended by Susan, leader of 
our Mystery Book Group and the 
Eagle Harbor Reader’s Circle 

SUSAN’S MYSTERY PICKS

Staff Picks for Kids!



Oct. 4th, Thurs., 7:30 pm
LANCE WELLER
Wilderness
Every so often a debut author knocks
one clean out of the park. Such is the
case with Gig Harbor novelist Lance
Weller. He presents his stunning story
of a survivor of the Civil War’s Battle
of the Wilderness who, as an old man,
attempts a heroic journey over the
snowbound Olympic Mountains.
Bainbridge best selling author Jonathan
Evison (West of Here), who will be mod-
erating this event, praises the book as
follows: “Wilderness is a masterful novel
of incident and redemption, hugely

entertaining, full of pathos and humanity—frankly, it’s
hard to believe that it’s a debut. Fans of Charles Frazier
and Cormac McCarthy alike will thrill at Weller’s lumi-
nous prose and clear-eyed moral vision.” See Janis’s
review, page one!

Oct. 11th, Thurs., 7:30 pm
KIM FAY
Map of Lost Memories 
Washington native and recipient of a
World Gourmand Cookbook award for
Communion: A Culinary Journey
Through Vietnam, Kim Fay turns her
pen to fiction with The Map of Lost
Memories. An atmospheric and lyrical
historical novel, her book is filled with
espionage and adventure ranging from
Seattle to Shanghai to the jungles of
Cambodia. “. . . a smart, compelling
story of a quest for scrolls…  gives us a

glimpse into 1920s China and Indochina during the time of
transition from colonialism to the beginnings of commu-
nism. With deftness and clarity, Fay brings her world to life
and gives us a captivating read.” ~  Gail Tsukiyama,
author of A Hundred Flowers and Street of a Thousand
Blossoms

Oct. 18th, Thurs., 7:30 pm
DYLAN TOMINE
Closer to the Ground: 
An Outdoor Family’s Year 
on the Water, in the Woods
and at the Table 
Lovers of nature’s multifaceted boun-
ty will relish Bainbridge author
Dylan Tomine’s deeply personal
story of learning to share his love of
the natural world with his children
through four seasons as they forage,
cook, and eat from the woods and
sea. His book is filled with humor,

gratitude, natural history and many delicious meals. “… a
pleasure to read, depicting as it does the days and seasons
of a family intent on living joyfully, and providing at the
same time a lively meditation on our relationship to
nature. I found its buoyant, irrepressible, self-deprecating
tone entirely winning, and was drawn in, happily, from
page one.” ~ David Guterson, author of Ed King and
Snow Falling on Cedars

Oct. 19th, 20th, & 21st
BILLY COLLINS
Special Event with the 
Bainbridge Island Museum of Art 
Billy Collins, U.S. Poet Laureate from 2001-2003, comes
to Bainbridge for a grand weekend of fundraising events
October 19-21 to support the new Bainbridge Island
Museum of Art. Collins, whose work is known for its
insightful and frequently humorous observations of ordi-
nary life, will do a workshop with educators on Friday.
Saturday there will be a special fundraiser reception for
donors with the poet at IslandWood, and a ticketed read-
ing takes place on Sunday at Bainbridge High School.
Details are available at www.biartmuseum.org. Eagle
Harbor Book Company will have books available for all
events.

Nov. 1st, Thurs., 7:30 pm
TIMOTHY EGAN
Short Nights of the Shadow
Catcher: The Epic Life and
Immortal Photographs of
Edward Curtis 
Help us welcome back EHBC favorite
and Pulitzer Prize-winning author
Timothy Egan (The Big Burn, The Worst
Hard Time), who presents his master-
fully penetrating portrait of Edward S.
Curtis, the remarkable photographer
who called Seattle home. Curtis’s pas-
sion to chronicle Native American life
resulted in the 20-volume set, The

North American Indian, which documented more than 80
tribes and took him 30 years to complete. “In this haunt-
ingly beautiful book, Egan brings Curtis to life as vividly
and with as much depth, heart and understanding as Curtis
himself put into his timeless portraits. This is a story for
the ages.” ~ Candice Millard, author of The River of Doubt

Nov.  8th, Thurs., 7:30 pm
KAYA MCLAREN
How I Came to Sparkle Again
From her home on the east slope of
Snoqualmie pass comes author Kaya
McLaren (On the Divinity of Second
Chances, Church of the Dog) with a
new novel whose colorful characters
inhabit a Colorado ski town named
Sparkle. The story chronicles three
people—two women, and a girl of ten

who has lost her mother to cancer—and their journey
from loss to love, heartbreak to hope. “… a gem of a
novel… like a perfect run down a black diamond slope—
fun and fast-moving and invigorating.” ~ Kristin Hannah,
author of Night Road. “This novel is filled with all my
favorite things: characters who are so real you want to
reach out and give them a hug; a magical setting; enough
surprises to keep the pages turning; hearbreak, laughter,
crying, and sighing. Not to be missed!” ~ Susan Wiggs,
author of The Lakeshore Chronicles.

Nov.  11th, Sunday, 3 pm
SUZANNE SELFORS
Smells like Pirates
Rumor has it that Bainbridge author
Suzanne Selfors dreams of becoming
a pirate and ruling the seven seas.
However, her loyal companion doesn’t
like to get his paws wet, so Selfors con-
tents herself with penning her warmly-
received books for young adults and
middle readers. A hometown celebra-
tion is in the works as she brings out
the long-anticipated third middle read-
er novel in the humorous Smells Like
Dog adventure series, which includes

Smells Like Dog and Smells Like Treasure. The central
characters are Homer Pudding, an ordinary farm boy
who’s got big dreams, and a lazy, droopy basset hound with
no sense of smell. Adventure abounds in this fun-filled,
seaworthy tale of friendship, mystery, and one very special
four-legged friend. 

Dec. 2nd, Sunday, 3 pm
TOM DOUGLAS
The Dahlia Bakery
Cookbook: 
Sweetness in Seattle
Seattle chef and legendary
restaurant emperor Tom
Douglas shares his mouthwater-
ing volume based on the wonders
of the Dahlia Bakery, home to
the Triple Coconut Cream Pie
and purveyor of artisan breads,
handmade pastries and cakes.
Cinnamon sugar and mascar-
pone doughnuts, anyone? “Tom

Douglas has created the volume every cook should have
on baking. It’s not only useful because it compiles the
recipes that have delighted Seattle residents for years (my
parents included) but because of the colorful prose and
resource guides. It will occupy a prominent shelf in my
kitchen.” ~ Mario Batali

FALL EVENTS AT EHBC
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